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Jonah 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Jonah; means ―dove‖; no direct claim of authorship 

 Some claim its third-person writing points to someone other than Jonah, but this was common practice 

 Autobiographical information in the book points to Jonah as the author—these are best told from his 

perspective 

 According to 2 Kings 14:25, Jonah is from Gath-hepher near Nazareth 

 He was a prophet to the northern tribes of Israel just prior to Amos (first half of eighth century B.C.; 760 

B.C.) 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 Background of story is similar to that of Amos, since they ministered around the same time 

 Lots of prosperity in Israel, accompanied by relative peace 

 Both Syria and Assyria were weak, which allowed King Jeroboam II to enlarge the borders of Israel 

 However, it was a time of spiritual poverty and weakness; religion was ritualistic and empty, along with 

becoming increasingly idolatrous; there was also a twisting of justice in the land (no ethics and morality) 

 God was about to punish them with an Assyrian invasion and deportation (726 B.C.) 

 Nineveh was capital of Assyria, Israel’s greatest enemies 

 This is the only time God called a prophet to preach to another nation 

 Nineveh  

 was a violent place, full of violent people 

 Jonah didn’t want them to have the chance for repentance 

 He seems to minister to them during a time of Assyrian decline; perhaps that’s why they were receptive 

to the message 

 Famine in the land twice 

 Wasn’t a stretch for them to realize that they might be facing the judgment of God 

 Solar eclipse 

 Not necessarily looking at a lasting, national revival 

 City of Nineveh 

 The great city 

 A three day walk; wasn’t more than 7-8 miles 

 Maybe it took Jonah three days to go around and speak to the people 

 More than 120,000 people 

 Entire administrative district; surrounding areas 

 Wasn’t the primary residence of the king 
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 The city of Nineveh and ―the king of Nineveh‖ 

 Maybe it was a lesser official, like the governor of this district 

 Key People 

 Jonah—reluctant missionary to the Ninevites; needed to be swallowed by a giant fish in order to comply 

with God’s command (1:1-9:9) 

 The captain and crew of Jonah’s getaway ship—tried to avoid killing Jonah; threw him overboard to stop the 

storm 

The Message of the Book of Jonah 

 Much more than a Sunday School story! 

 Literary design plays a huge role in the theological message of the book 

 Questions of genre and historicity 

 Because it’s a straight forward narrative, we are meant to read it as real; Some say it’s an allegory 

 Jonah is spoken of as a historical figure in other places 

 2 Kings 14:25 

 Jesus also refers to Jonah 

 Matthew 12 

 Luke 11 

 The two parts of the story of Jonah 

 1-2: the Lord rescues Jonah from death 

 3-4: the Lord rescues Nineveh from death 

 The parallelism of Jonah 1–2/3–4 

 1/3: Jonah and pagans 

 2/4: Jonah and God 

 Key to book is contrasting response of Jonah to God’s deliverance 

 He praises God for his own deliverance and argues with God over Nineveh’s 

 1 & 3 

 Word of the Lord to Jonah 

 Go to Nineveh 

 Jonah ―got up‖ to flee 

 Report of impending disaster (storm) 

 Word of the Lord to Jonah 

 Go to Nineveh 

 Jonah ―got up‖ and went 

 Warning of impending disaster (40 days and Nineveh will be destroyed) 

 Three acts of salvation and the response 

 The sailors are saved and respond (1:16) 

 Also a contrast 
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 Sailors sacrifice to God but Jonah becomes angry and complains to God 

 Jonah is saved and responds (2:9–10) 

 Nineveh is saved and Jonah responds (4:1–2) 

 The individual episodes in Jonah 

 Jonah 1 

 Consequences of Jonah’s sin 

 To go down; sin leads Jonah down 

 Jonah 2 

 A psalm of thanksgiving 

 Deliverance from Sheol (death) 

 Salvation is of the Lord, but Jonah believes it’s just for him and the people of Israel 

 Jonah 3 

 God is responding to an imperfect repentance 

 Wasn’t really a revival; they were just scared, and repented temporarily 

 Even though, God responded 

 God extends grace to Ahab (1 Kings 21:28-29) 

 God extends grace to Manasseh (2 Chron 33:10-13) 

 Jonah 4 

 Contrast between compassion of God and the lack of compassion of Jonah 

 Object lesson of the plant 

 The theology of Jonah 

 God’s Universal Sovereignty 

 He sent the wind 

 God provided the fish 

 Commanded the fish to spit Jonah out 

 Provided the vine for Jonah 

 Provided the worm to eat the plant 

 Provided the scorching wind on Jonah’s head 

 God’s universal compassion 

 Exodus 34:6-7 

 If he can show mercy to Israel, can he not do the same for Nineveh 

 Reflected in the acts of salvation 

 Sailors saved 

 Jonah saved 

 Nineveh saved (but Jonah angry) 

 What right does Israel have to think they have an exclusive hold on God’s mercy? 

 Jonah didn’t deserve deliverance, nor did the Ninevites 

 God’s mercy cannot be confined to Israel alone; He cares about all nations and people, even the 

most wicked you can imagine 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


